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Austin Streets 
What’s Code Got To Do With It?  

	



I.  Streets & Community Benefits 
II. Street Network Plan 
III. Strategic Mobility Plan 

Todays Topics: 



STREETS &  
COMMUNITY BENEFITS 



Street = Public Right-of-Way (ROW) 
Street	Design:	Property	Line	to	Property	Line	

Public	 Private	Private	

Street	ROW	



What are streets? 
Mobility	Network:		

•  Infrastructure	for	moving	people	and	goods	
•  Serve	people	who	walk,	bike,	ride	transit,	and	drive	

(complete)	
•  Convey	stormwater,	uBliBes	
Connec:ons/Access:			

•  Links	to	homes,	jobs,	schools,	services,	shopping,	etc.	
The	Public	Realm:		

•  Public	space	for	everyone	
•  44%	of	City-owned	land	is	our	street	network	
Places:		

•  Define	character	
•  Anchor	neighborhoods,	commercial	areas	
•  Add	nature	to	city	



A single street 
connects and 
is part of  
many diverse 
places 



How does Code shape our streets?	

Find	the	code	requirements	!	



How does Code shape our streets?	

•  Street	design/funcBon	
•  Private	frontages	
•  Sidewalks	and	

streetscape	
•  ConnecBvity/network	

completeness	
•  Traffic	impacts	

•  UBliBes	
•  Property	access	
•  Parking	

Find	the	code	requirements	!	



Austin Example:  Lamar Union (South Lamar) 
 

New	Developments	->	New	Places.			
As	places	get	denser,	new	street	designs	and	streetscapes	are	criBcal	to	make	them	work.	



Community Goals 
How	do	we	
get	some	
sidewalks	
around	
here?	

My	
street	is	
too	
ugly!	

The	let	the	
developer	

do	
WHAT?	



The CodeNEXT Opportunity 



How might our streets improve: Safety 



How might our streets improve: Commuting 



How might our streets improve: Transit 

§  Transit	suppor:ve	development	

§  Improved	access	by	walking,	biking	

§  More	frequent,	reliable	transit	service	

§  Improved	opera:ons	for	all	modes	

ICK!	



How might our streets improve: Biking 

Bicycle	Master	Plan	Network	 All	Ages	and	Abili:es	



How might our streets improve: Walking 



How might our streets improve: Connectivity 



How might our streets improve: Our Economy 



How might our streets improve: Public Realm 



STREET NETWORK PLAN 



CodeNEXT Opportunity 
We	can	do	beVer!	



CodeNEXT Opportunity 
Street	Design			çè		Context	

<	Before:	

Street	undermines	context	
	

>	AMer:		
Context	reinforces	street	



Context-Sensitive Design 
“Design	for	Place	&	Use”	



Complete Streets Approach 



Street = Public Right-of-Way (ROW) 
Street	Design:	Property	Line	to	Property	Line	

Public	 Private	Private	

Street	ROW	



Street Network Plan:  What is it? 

•  Design	Process	

•  Street	Type	Map			

•  ROW	Table	

•  Assemblies	/	

Cross-Sec:ons	



ClassificaBon	by	type	of	link	in	network	–	connecBons	and	access,	
rather	than	by	auto	volume	and	speed	

New Street  
Classification System 



Considering Context 

Walkable	
Urban	

Drivable	
Suburban	

Centers/
Nodes	

Special	
Districts	

T4-T5	 T3-T4	 T3-T4	 T3-T6	



Considering Context 



Street Type Map 
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2025 Austin Metropolitan Area Transportation Plan
Adopted by Austin City Council on June 7, 2001 (As Amended August 5, 2003)

Produced by City of Austin
Transportation, Planning and Sustainability Department
Long Range Land Use and Transportation Planning
September 17, 2004  mlp

This map has been produced by the City of Austin
for the sole purpose of aiding regional planning and
 is not warranted for any other use.  No warranty is 

made regarding its accuracy or completeness.
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Outdated	a
nd	

Incomplete	

AMATP	
AusBn	Metropolitan	
Area	TransportaBon	
Plan	
•  Our	current	plan	
•  Last	update	2004	



Right-of-Way (ROW) Table 

Outdated	a
nd	

Incomplete	Outdated	a
nd	

Incomplete	



Street Sections 

Outdated	a
nd	

Incomplete	



Street 
Assembly/
Typical 
Section 
Example 
Design	parameters	and	
ROW	requirements	

SmartCode	EXAMPLE	



It	all	adds	up	to	a	… 
Street Network Plan 

Street	
Network	
Plan	

Street	
Types	

Context	

Mode	
Specific	
Plans	

Design	
PrioriBes	



Street Network Plan:  
Community Benefits 

§  Integrated	with	new	Code	
§  Implements	mobility	vision	of	Imagine	AusBn	
§  Match	our	street	regulaBons	to	the	places	we	want	

§  Support	each	neighborhood’s	character	
§  More	efficient	and	predictable	development/

design	process	

§  Framework	for	decision-making	and	trade-offs	
	

A	more	‘Aus.n-y’	Aus.n,	block	by	block,	
street	by	street	



Street Network Plan   
& Sound Check 

TesBng…	
§  Street	FuncBons	–	

number	of	levels	

§  Contexts	–	transect	
vs	character,	
influence	of	
centers/nodes	

§  Right-of-Way	–	
trade-offs	

	



STRATEGIC MOBILITY 
PLAN 



Austin Strategic Mobility Plan (ASMP) 

§  Imagine	Aus:n	

Comprehensive	Plan															

Coordinated	implementaBon	projects:	

§  CodeNEXT	
§  AusBn	Strategic	Mobility	

Plan	

§  Street	Network	Plan	will	be	
a	component	of	the	Aus:n	
Strategic	Mobility	Plan	

§  Stay	Tuned!:	AusBn	
TransportaBon	will	be	asking	
for	your	ideas	and	prioriBes	

Imagine	AusBn	

ASMP	

CodeNEXT	
Street	

Network	
Plan	



Anticipated Timeline 

2015 	 	2016 	 		2017	

CodeNEXT	

Street	
Network	
Plan	

AusBn	
Strategic	
Mobility	
Plan	

Jan	2016	–	Jan	2017	

Oct	2015	--	Feb	2016	



Thank you, from Austin Transportation 
Department & CodeNEXT! 

	Complete	Streets	Program 	Katherine.Gregor@AusBnTexas.gov	
	Street	Network	Plan 	ScoV.Gross@AusBnTexas.gov	
	Strategic	Mobility	Plan 	Annick.Beaudet@AusBnTexas.gov	


